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In loving memory of my father, John Nosek, a carpenter,
who faithfully attended St Joseph’s Church in Mountain View, California

—with and without me—for almost forty years.
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GGod had special plans for Joseph.  

When Joseph was a boy, his father taught him how to work 

and how to pray.

Joseph learned to choose sturdy wood. He learned to 

measure it, cut it with saws, and nail it together. He practiced 

again and again. Soon he could use his tools without cutting his 

fingers. He could make the wood so smooth that he did not get 

splinters.
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JJoseph also learned to pray the psalms. He learned to follow 

God’s laws, the Ten Commandments, which God had given to 

Moses. He learned to love God with all his mind and all his 

heart and all his strength.

“Help me to do the things that are good and kind,” Joseph 

prayed. And God helped him. Joseph grew up to be a good, kind 

man with a carpenter’s hands that he used to work and to pray.  
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When Joseph was grown, he met a young woman named Mary. 

He offered her his hands, hard and rough from good, honest 

work. They were strong but gentle hands. He wanted to use them 

to care for Mary. Her family was pleased, and Joseph and Mary 

planned the day when they could be married.
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